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A Letter from the Principal
Mr. Chad C. Roland
On the behalf of Kiski Area High School, I would like to thank the Mid-West International
Band and Orchestra Clinic for the honor of selecting our musicians to perform for you today. It
is a true honor for our students and staff to take part in this event and I have witnessed firsthand
the amount of time and effort they have invested to produce a quality performance.
At Kiski Area, we pride ourselves on hard work, dedication, and the commitment to
excellence. Our music program exemplifies all of these characteristics. In many ways, the
young men and woman before you today, forge the standard for which we are all measured. Our
musicians put their heart and soul into every note that they play and every arrangement that they
encounter.
Today, all of the hard work and time that was invested into this performance will be
obvious. However, the most impressive thing about these young men and women that are
performing for you is that they realize that the journey to get to this one day was perhaps more
powerful then the few moments that they will perform. They have thoroughly enjoyed the
preparation and the challenge to demonstrate what “The Big K” is all about. These fine students
truly value the relationships that have been developed along the way and will cherish them for a
lifetime. This is one of the many reasons that our music program has had such a great impact to
our school district.
I want to thank all of the students, families and staff that have made this accomplishment
possible. I would also like to thank the Mid-West International Band and Orchestra Clinic for
providing this wonderful opportunity to showcase our student’s talents and passion.
Sincerely,

Chad C. Roland
Principal
Kiski Area High School

Program
Got Rhythm?........................................................................................Doug Beach
Joey Petrarca - Guitar, Matt Krachanko – Trombone

Listen Here.............................................................Eddie Harris/arr. Victor Lopez
Nick Durkin - Bass Trombone, Austin Feydt - Alto Sax

Blue..................................................................................Bobby Shew/arr. Brisker
Sean Jones - Flugelhorn

Emily......................................................................Johnny Mandel/arr. Bill Rogers
Jeff Bush – Trombone

In a Mellow Tone...................................................Duke Ellington/arr. John Berry
Matt Krachanko – Piano

Gumbo Street...............................................................................Gordon Goodwin
Joey Petrarca - Guitar, Matt Krachanko - Trombone
Guest Faculty - Karl Priore - Trumpet, Robert Insko - Bass

Cole Minor Blues.....................................................................................Jeff Jarvis
Mike Luciano – Trumpet, Megan Paullet - Piano

Latin Excursion…...............................................................................Mike Carubia
Austin Feydt - Alto Sax, Paul Murray – Trombone

Even More Blues...But My Abcessed Tooth Is Fine Now...Thanx!.....Matt Catingub
Megan Paullet – Piano, Sean Jones - Trumpet, Jeff Bush - Trombone,
Karl Priore - Trumpet, Bob Insko - Bass

Kiski Area Jazz Ensemble
Saxophones
Austin Feydt - Alto
Elizabeth Prager - Alto
Laurel Beatty - Tenor
Dayne Auden - Tenor
Gavyn Hohman - Bari

Trumpets
Andrew Brock
Hannah Hohman
Cody Auden
Michael Luciano
Tucker Insko

Trombones
Matt Krachanko
Paul Murray
Kevin Gress
Jarod Mountan
Nick Durkin

Rhythm Section
Megan Paullet – Piano
Joey Petrarca - Guitar
Aleks Krachanko - Bass
Cole Insko - Drums

The Kiski Area Jazz Ensemble has
developed a rich and proud tradition of
excellence over the last four decades.
Highlighted performances include concerts
with Bob Mintzer, the Lew Soloff Quartet, The
Maynard Ferguson Band, the Buddy Rich Band, Richard
Stolzman, the Thad Jones/Mel Lewis Band, and many college
ensembles. In addition, the band has been named the outstanding ensemble at
numerous university festivals over the years including: Villanova, Moorehead, California
University of Pennsylvania, Ohio State, Duquesne, West Virginia, and Mansfield. Conference
and Clinic performances include: The Mid-West and Mid-East Clinics, PMEA, and the MENC All
Eastern Conventions. Alumni have gone on to perform with The Glen Miller Orchestra, the US
Navy Commodores, the New York Metropolitan Opera, and Harry Connick, Jr.’s Big Band.
Commissioned compositions have come from such noted composers and arrangers as
Mike Tomaro, Jeff Holmes, John Wilson, Ralph Guzzi, Jay Kennedy, and Roy Mitchell.
The ensemble is one of two big bands in the high school and rehearses once a week after
school during the first semester and then every day as a class during the second semester.
Several students participate in combos throughout the year. Over the years, numerous
students have been selected to perform in PMEA’s All-State Jazz Ensembles. Many students
participate in a school district sponsored summer jazz camp. Improvisation begins in the sixth
grade with the elementary jazz ensemble.

Ensemble Director
Shawn Pityk

is currently the
Director of Bands at Kiski Area High School.
His teaching responsibilities include
conducting the high school Wind Ensemble,
Jazz Ensemble "A", and co-teaching the Ninth
Grade Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble
"B". Pityk also teaches Advanced Music
Theory and assists in co-teaching the 7th
and 8th grade Concert Bands at the Kiski
Area Intermediate School. He is also the
director of the nationally acclaimed Kiski
Area High School Marching Band.
Pityk completed his undergraduate studies at
Youngstown State University in Ohio where he earned a Bachelor of
Music Education as a tuba major. While at YSU, he also studied jazz piano with the great jazz
artist, Chip Stevens.
Pityk began teaching at Kiski Area High School in the fall of 2002 as the Assistant Director of
Bands. Two years later, he became the head director. For several winters, he taught on the brass staff
for the Bluecoats Drum and Bugle Corps. Pityk serves as the Vice-President of the Pennsylvania
Interscholastic Marching Band Association (PIMBA). He also is an arranger and has written for several
schools in the Pittsburgh area. Shawn resides in Leechburg, PA, with his wife Lindsey, and daughters
Ataleigh and Lillian.

Music Education is a vibrant
component of Kiski Area’s
education program.
Instrumental instruction
begins with weekly lessons in
fifth and sixth grade and continues on a
rotating basis through eighth grade. The Kiski
Area Intermediate School offers both seventh and eighth grade bands
and choirs, along with extra-curricular ensembles ranging from show choirs and jazz ensembles
to small chamber ensembles. Nearly 65% of the Kiski Area Intermediate School population
participates in a performing ensemble.
Kiski Area High School course offerings include options for several concert choirs, a show choir,
and a jazz vocal ensemble. Instrumentally, three concert bands are offered, as well as two jazz
ensembles, a percussion ensemble, and an advanced Music Theory class. Extracurricular
ensembles consist of jazz combos, competitive percussion groups, winterguards, and a nationally
acclaimed marching band. Over 30% of the high school’s student body participates in a performing
ensemble.
Committed to excellence, the music program reflects the demonstrated values of Kiski Area
itself, appreciation of the treasures of the past, and a plan to ensure that they are preserved for the
future.

For more information about Kiski Area High School’s Instrumental Department, go to
www.kiskibands.org.

Faculty Performers
Robert Insko

is one of Kiski Area’s instrumental music
instructors. His duties include directing the 7th and 8th grade Jazz
Ensembles and Concert Bands and teaching the 7th grade Music
Appreciation classes. He is also the creative director for the Kiski Area
Summer Jazz Workshop. Additionally, Insko serves on the faculties of
Seton Hill and California Universities of PA, as an adjunct professor of
electric and double bass.
In addition to his full-time position, Insko is a freelance performer
on the electric and acoustic basses, as well as the trombone. He
performs in the Pittsburgh area with such groups as The Burgh Big
Band, Roger Humphries and the R.H Factor, Catch 22, Jimmy Ponder,
the John Wilson/Mike Tomaro Big Band, Mr. Trombone Harold Betters, and
many others. Robert has also performed with nationally known artists such as Harry
Connick, Jr., Rob McConnell, Phil Woods, Michael Feinstein, Regis Philbin, and Joan Rivers. Most recently
he has performed with The Phoenix Jazz Project at the Moscow Heritage Jazz Festival in Russia to promote
their new recording, “The Lamp is Low.”
Before pursuing a career in teaching, Insko traveled and performed professionally from 1984-1991 with
The Four Kinsmen, The Brooks Paxton Show, The Temptations, and The Four Tops. As co-leader of the
group Loose Change, he appeared in many hotels and resorts in the U.S. and Canada, including
engagements on Norwegian Cruise Lines. Insko has a Bachelor of Music Education from Morehead State
University and is currently pursuing a Master of Music Degree from Duquesne University.

Karl Priore

was born and raised in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. After his family moved to the North Hills area, Priore
received his formal education in the North Hills School District. In his
senior year of High School, Priore was accepted to Duquesne University's
School of Music and awarded a performance scholarship. It was there that
he received a Bachelor's Degree in Music Education and a Master of Music
while serving as a graduate assistant to Dr. John Wilson.
Priore began to perform professionally by playing with many of the
local dance bands around Pittsburgh. It wasn't long before he started to
play with well-known names and acts, as well as being a full time
member of the Benny Benack Band. Throughout the years, Priore has
performed a wide variety of musical styles from classical to jazz to rock. He
has appeared with the Pittburgh Opera, the Civic Light Opera Orchestra, the Balcony Big
Band, the Lettermen, the Big Easy Jazz Band, the Glen Miller Orchestra, Bobby Vinton, Maureen McGovern,
Jim Nabors, Perry Como, Pat Boone and Jack Jones. Currently, he is the lead trumpet player with the
Burgh' Big Band and the Joe Campus Big Band, and he continues to do a great deal of freelance work. His
love for traditional jazz music is evident as he is a co-founder of the RedHot Ramblers dixieland jazz
band.
With over twenty-four years of experience, Priore has developed award winning students and
ensembles from both the Monessen School District and the Kiski Area School District where he presently
teaches. In his years as a music educator, he has been a director of marching bands, jazz ensembles, and
concert bands of all grade levels. He is also a professor of trumpet at the University of Pittsburgh. Priore
currently resides with his wife Beth in the North Hills of Pittsburgh.

Guest Artists
Jeff Bush
Apollo, Pennsylvania native Jeff Bush began
studying music at the age of four on an unlikely
instrument, the banjo. He followed with the piano
and then discovered the trombone, which has
become a lifelong pursuit. While a student at
Youngstown State University, Bush performed with
The Cleveland Jazz Orchestra and toured with The
Glenn Miller Orchestra. In his final year at YSU,
Bush became linked to one of his musical heroes,
receiving the Frank Rosolino Memorial
Scholarship. The award featured Bush at the
1999 International Trombone Festival and
allowed him to study in Berlin, Germany with
acclaimed trombonist, Jiggs Whigham.
In 2000, Jeff moved to New York City to
begin a Master's degree at The Manhattan
School of Music and pursued a freelance
career, which continues to flourish today. Bush is
honored to have performed with a number of great jazz
artists, including The Toshiko Akiyoshi/Lew Tabakin Big Band, The
Count Basie Orchestra, The Vanguard Jazz Orchestra, Cyrus Chestnut, Kevin
Mahogany, Marlena Shaw, Benny Golson, Jon Hendricks, Ahmad Jamal, Vanessa Rubin, Jimmy
Heath and Anthony Braxton. Jeff has also been a featured soloist and substitute conductor for The
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra.
Bush joined the big band of superstar Harry Connick, Jr. in February 2007 and stayed with the
group through early 2009. During his tenure as lead trombonist, Jeff toured internationally, made a
number of network television appearances, gave special performances for The 2008 NBA All-Star Game
and for Pope Benedict XVI, and appeared on two releases for Columbia Records.
In other musical genres, Jeff has worked with The Temptations, The Four Tops, Frankie Valli and
The Four Seasons, Manhattan Transfer, Paul Anka, Bobby Caldwell, HBO's The Sopranos, and The New
York City Ballet. He has also performed in the pit orchestras of the New York City Broadway shows:
Wonderful Town, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, The Pajama Game, South Pacific and How The Grinch Stole
Christmas. As a sideman, Bush has appeared on over twenty albums, including Grapefruit Moon with
Southside Johnny and Tom Waits. He has performed on The PBS television special, My Sinatra, and can
even be heard on "jingles" for the TV show Jeopardy and Rice-A-Roni. Jeff made his debut as leader in
2010 on "Ain't So Bad To Swing" for Beezwax Records and is currently working on his second studio
project.
Jeff has been very pleased with the educational aspect of his career. He continues to work as a
clinician with college and high school students, as well as private instruction in his home
studio. Additionally, he serves as an adjunct instructor of trombone at West Virginia Wesleyan College,
adjunct instructor of jazz studies at Duquesne University, and adjunct instructor of jazz studies at his
alma mater, Youngstown State University.

Sean Jones
As we’ve all been told, birds do it, bees do it –
but anyone who’s actually gone to the trouble of
falling in love knows that it’s a lot more
complicated when humans get involved. This can
make the reality of relationships a bit
disappointing for those weaned on a steady diet
of radio-friendly love songs, but can also
provide a much richer experience than it’s
possible to describe in a couple of verses and a
chorus. As has become evident over the course
of his five previous albums, Sean Jones is
particularly adept at plumbing complex emotional
depths through his trumpet playing and composing.
So, when he set his mind to recording a set of love songs, it should come as
no surprise that he delved into the evocative nuances of love rather than the more obvious
boy-meets-girl, boy-loses-girl generalities. “I didn’t want to do your typical love songs record that
just deals with one aspect of love,” Jones explains. “Not just the love from a man to a woman or the
positive emotional side of falling in love. I wanted to do an album that really dealt with a few different
shades of love.”
2010 was certainly a year of change for the trumpeter. In the spring, he stepped down from his
position as Lead Trumpeter of Wynton Marsalis’ Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, a position that Jones
held for over half a decade. Additionally, he formed a new relationship with Marcus Miller, joining the
bassist this past summer for a European tour. In 2011, the title of Jones’ sixth CD, No Need For Words,
sums up his overall approach. This is music that cuts straight to the emotional heart, whether dealing
with passion, sensuality, parental nurturing, or spiritual forgiveness. Regardless of the particular
feeling involved, Jones and his band communicate directly and movingly.
Despite the multifarious views of amour represented on No Need For Words, an entirely different
type of chemistry runs throughout the album – that between Jones and his bandmates, the core of
whom are together for their fourth CD in five years. Jones assembled the rhythm section for his 2006
album Roots, after observing the fact that Miles Davis’ groups were comprised not of the legendary
trumpeter’s friends, but from the strongest available talent. “Miles didn’t really hire his boys,” Jones
says, who toured with Herbie Hancock, Marcus Miller and Wayne Shorter in Europe this past summer.
“Miles just went out and got the people he thought would fit best together to create something new. I
think it’s easy to hire people that you’re comfortable with: we know them, we know they can play, we’ll
know they’ll get it done. But I tried to pick people who I’d played with but didn’t necessarily know all
that well, bring them together and see what kind of sound came up. And the rhythm section that came
out of that is very unique.”
That section consists of Philadelphia-based pianist Orrin Evans, whose recent projects include his
raucous Captain Black Big Band and the collective group Tarbaby; bassist Luques Curtis, who co-leads
a Latin-oriented quartet with his pianist brother Zaccai; and Miami-born drummer Obed Calvaire, who
has also performed with Wynton Marsalis, Bobby Watson, Lizz Wright and Steve Turre. No matter what
angle they take on the subject, Jones and company’s blazing interactions reveal what any jazz fan
knows is the greatest love of all: that between an artist and his music. As Jones says, “I like to play from
the heart and not the head.”

Kiski Area School District Personnel

Mrs. Nichole Heiny
Mrs. Shelley Insko
Mr. Greg Lutz
Mrs. Debra Henninger
Mr. Karl Priore
Mr. Robert Insko
Mrs. Sara McMeans
Mrs. Tammy Hampshire
Mr. Shawn Pityk
Mr. Chad Heiny

Dr. John Meighan
Mr. Scott Koter
Mr. Chad Roland
Mr. Michael Cardamone
Mr. Anthony Gonnella
Mr. Jason Lohr
Mr. Matt Smith
Mr. Joshua J. Weaver
Mr. Patrick Marchand
Mr. Jeffrey Jackson
Mrs. Christine M. Ross
Mr. Brian Kutchak

Mr. Keith Blayden, President
Mrs. Tamra Smail, Vice-President
Mr. Robert Keibler
Mrs. Julie Hansen
Mr. James Summerville
Mrs. Elizabeth Kovach
Mr. David Anderson
Mrs. Ann Marie Nagy
Mr. Benjamin Sylvestri

Elementary Vocal
Elementary Vocal/Instrumental
Elementary Vocal/Instrumental
Elementary Vocal
Elementary Instrumental
Intermediate Instrumental
Intermediate Vocal
Dept. Chair/High School Vocal
High School Instrumental
High School Instrumental

Superintendent
Assistant to the Superintendent
High School Principal
Assistant High School Principal
Assistant High School Principal
Intermediate School Principal
Assistant Intermediate School Principal
Upper Elementary School Principal
Elementary School Principal
Elementary School Principal
Elementary School Principal
Elementary School Principal

Professional Acknowledgements
A special thank you to the Kiski Area School District administration, faculty, and board of directors.
You continue to allow our students to grow and achieve.
The band would like to thank all the parents and friends who made this trip possible. Without you, this
fantastic opportunity would not have taken place.
The Kiski Area Jazz Ensemble would like to thank the following people who supported the band with
their personal gifts of time, expertise, and encouragement:

A special thanks goes out to the following for their additional assistance in making the
trip to the Midwest Clinic possible:

Rob and Dana Beatty
Allen and Megan Krachanko
Brady Amerson
Butler Motor Coach
Kiski Area Instrumental Boosters

This program was funded by Murphy’s Music Center. For decades, Murphy’s Music Center has
supported the Kiski Area music community and school district. A huge thanks goes out to everyone
at the store for their continued loyalty and care for our program. Please visit their website at
www.murphysmusic.com.

